


WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE? 

Have you wondered what makes some community bankers more successful than 

others? Is it intelligence, talent or dedication? Is it that one person seeks success 

and the other doesn't? I believe the difference lies in what each person 
knows and bow be or she makes use of that knowledge. 

That is why I am writing to you about The Community Bankers School. The pur

pose of this school is to impart knowledge participants can use every day in com

munity banking. The Community Bankers School (CBS) is available to community 

bankers nationwide, making it Tbe School for community bankers in the country. In 

addition, CBS is sponsored by 12 state commwtlty-banking associations. 

A SCHOOL UNLIKE ANY OTHER 

CBS is unique. A subcommittee annually evaluates faculty, curriculum and stu

dent comments to enhance the value of CBS. Each year, thefaculty bas been 

improved and the curriculum updated to include timely topics and the lat

est learning techniques. CBS is conducted in the state-of-the-art facilities of 

Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, IL. 

KNOWLEDGE IS THE DIFFERENCE 

In looking at the alumni list, I see that more than 1,000 people have graduated 

from this school during the last 30 years. More than 90 percent of attendees each 

year have evaluated it as "excellent" or "very good." The vast majority of gradu
ates have been promoted or taken on new responsibilities at their banks. 

More than 40 individuals are now bank presidents and 15 are outside directors - 

a track record that proves knowledge makes the difference. 

MY PERSONAL GUARANTEE 

Please put my statement to the test by enrolling one of your associates in Class I 
of the Community Bankers School. I guarantee that this individual will return to 
the bank more motivated and better equipped to contribute to the overall suc
cess of your community bank. Should CBS not measure up to your expecta
tions, you may contact me within two weeks of the student's return and 

the full tuition will be refunded to your bank! 

AN INVESTMENT IN SUCCESS 

Enroll a candidate now! It's a no-risk investment in your community 

bank's success. 
Sincerely, 

Melinda McClelland, Administrator, 

The Community Bankers School and 
VP of Education & Special Events, 
Community Bankers Association of Illinois 











Program 
The Community Bankers School 
consists of two, one-week sessions at 
Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, 
IL. The 2023 session opens Sunday, July 9, 
and concludes Friday, July 14. Class I and 
II meet concurrently. Attendees are expect
ed to conduct themselves as representa
tives of their banks and their associations at 
all times. To receive a diploma, students 
must attend every class and special activity 
that is scheduled for their class and com
plete and maintain a passing average (C or 
better) on the exam at the end of both 
Classes I and II, and on the three extension 
problems. The extension problems are 
assigned and mailed to students prior to 
Class II. Please note that there are 
group assignments that may require 
meeting outside of class time. 

Admission Requirements 
To be admitted to CBS, applicants must 
meet the following qualifications: 

l. current employee of a community
bank; and

2. high school graduate with three
years of banking experience; or
college graduate and one year
in banking.

(Deadline to enroll is July 1, 2023) 

Selection of Applicants 
Applications are approved in the order 
received. Letters of acceptance, an invoice 
for tuition, and additional background infor
mation are then furnished to each applicant. 

General Information 
Once registered, students receive their wel
come packet regarding their participation 
in The School mid-June from CBAI via 
email. 

Scholarships 
Three full scholarships are available each 
year for CBAI member bankers to attend 
CBS. Contact the CBAI Department of 
Communications at 800/736-2224 or via e
mail at valeriej@cbai.com for more details. 

Orientation 
On Sunday evening, a short orientation is 
held. All students are briefed on the con
tents of their online manuals, school sched
ules, classroom locations and more. After 
dinner, both groups begin class. Class I dis
cusses "Concepts of Investing" and Class II 
discusses "Credit Administration." 

Tuesday Social 
All students participate in a social event that 
includes a team building exercise. Tradition 
calls for Class II to produce "The Skit" for the 
entertainment. This will be held at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton. 

Graduation 
Commencement exercises are scheduled 
for 11:30 a.m. on Friday, July 14, 2023, in 
Memorial Student Center. Both classes are 
required to attend. CEOs and guests of 
graduates are encouraged to attend. The 
graduation is also livestreamed so fellow 
bankers, friends and family are able to 
watch the ceremony online. 

Enrollment Fees 
Fees include registration, tu1t1on, meals, 
course notebooks, orientation and social 
events listed in the preliminary schedule. 
Housing is a separate fee; cost is dependent 
upon choice. Students are invoiced upon 
acceptance. A $200 University Fee is 
assessed for any participant who 
chooses not to stay on campus. 

First and Second Year 2023 
Member of CBAG, CBAI, CBI, CBAK, 
CBWV, IBSC, IBAT, IBC, ICBND, MIBA, 
NICB, VACB - $1,449/year) 
Non-member Banker - $2,449/year 

First and Second Year 2024 - TBA 

Housing Arrangements 
You may choose to stay on campus in the 
apartment housing, commute, or make 
your own reservations at a hotel. Past 
graduates strongly recommend staying 
in the apartment style housing (espe
cially for Class I students). The on-cam
pus apartments include a kitchen, living 
room, private bathrooms in each apart
ment, and your own private bedroom with 
double bed. Past students of The School 
feel staying on campus is the best way to 
make life-long connections with other 
community bankers as you study together 
for the exam or work together on your 
team projects. Again this year, there will 
be only two people per apartment, so 
each person has their own private 
shower and bathroom. You will NOT 
need to share bathroom or bedroom facili
ties with other roommates. The fee for 
staying on campus is $375 for the week. 

Handout Materials 
CBAI has gone paperless - therefore, students 
receive the documents/manual/handouts for 
The School the week prior to arrival. If stu
dents would like to print the documents and 
bring a hard copy to take notes, please feel 
free. Students are encouraged to bring their 
own device to store the documents and fol
low along. Please ensure with individual's 
own IT department before arrival that the 
device is able to store those documents and 
can connect to outside Wi-Fi at the University. 
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